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SOCIAL NETWORK SPACE IN THE PAGIRINYA REFUGEE SETTLEMENT



INTRODUCTION

Pagirinya Refugee
Settlement

Pagirinya refugee settlement in Adjumani District in
Northern Uganda houses more than 32,000 refugees
(UNHCR, 2019) from South Sudan. Started in 2016, it has
become a place where people from various backgrounds
unite to establish a sense of community.



Youth Empowerment
Foundation, YEF
YEF, a member of the Access to Skills and  

Knowledge Network (#ASKnet), operates out of the
Pagirinya Refugee Settlement. They are a media

skills and youth innovation organisation that serves
South Sudanese refugees and host communities in

Adjumani District.

#ASKnet
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Limited availabily of spaces
that the youth in Pagirinya
could gather, share ideas, and
acquire knowldge

LACK OF COMMUNITY SPACE

02
LACK OF RESOURCES

Limited resources within the
refugee led organisation to
buy building materials and
expertise

03
THREAT OF COVID - 19

Lack of spaces with adequate
ventilation and health
precautions in the midst of the
global covid 19 pandemic

OPERATIONAL CHALLENGES



A house with natural
ventilation all year round.

Natural ventilation

A house to operate
independent of electricity.

Electricity independent 

KEY HOUSE PRINCIPLES

COVID-19



#ROSHOP

SOLUTION



1Distributed, Digital,
and Media based



Architect
BRITISH COLUMBIA, 
CANADA

Media support
Technical support
BERLIN, GERMANY

Project Manager
Building team
Community
Local authorities
PAGIRINYA, UGANDA

Carleton University
OTTAWA, CANADA

THE DISTRIBUTED TEAM



100% 
ONLINE

DIGITAL COLLABORATION



OPEN SOURCE DOCUMENTATION

100%
DOCUMENTED



MODULAR HOUSING

100%
REPLICABLE
Through design and open source documentation



2Buidling with
what’s available



CULTURAL RELEVANCE

Incorporating the 
traditional tukul
into the house

design



COMMUNITY COLLABORATION

Building by the
Pagirinya

community for
the community



+

LOCAL MATERIALS

Using only
material that is

local to Pagirinya, 

Aggregate

Clay Maram

Sand Soil

Brick



RAMMED EARTH TECHNOLOGY

Employing
sustainable and

affordable
building

practices



PROTOTYPE ONE - PAGIRINYA SATELLITE HOUSE



PAGIRINYA SATELLITE HOUSE









“the building has provided a place to be
able to finish my software engineering

course from here”
-Jack-

“It’s like a natural air conditioner in here.
They have done a great job with this

thatched roof”
-Alumai-



“Now that we have our space, nobody can tell us to shift. Now they ask
us, can we use it? And when they come to use, chairs are there, power

is there for them, no need to move the generator and all that stuff.”
-Seraya-
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An increasing number of
young people being trained on
media and ICT



WOMEN EMPOWERMENT

Prioritising
young girls ICT

training

Hosting women
focused events 

50 young 
girls trained



ARCHITECTURE LIBRARY

Over 100 
Architecture

books



ICT and the Youth
LESSONS LEARNT

Flexibility and
adaptability due to

environmental
concerns

Common
practices may

prove more
suitable



ICT and the Youth
FUTURE POTENTIAL



IMPLEMENTED AND SUPPORTED BY


